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YOUR COMMITTEE 

President:    Peter Applebee 
Vice President:   Bev Burke 
Secretary:    Margaret Flaiban 
Treasurer:    Tammy Martin 
Membership Coordinator:  Helen Stein 
Newsletter Editor:   Helen Stein 
General Committee:  Sandie Francis 
 

 
 

 
 

RAFFLE 
Congratulations to John Clift who won our last raffle. 

Thank you to all who supported us. 
 
 
 

 
 

MEETINGS 
 

Tonight’s meeting is a casual “Help Night” where we  can share 
information, and hopefully help each other with our research. 

We have varied expertise within our membership pool, and these nights 
have been very popular in the past. 

 
Our next meeting will be the AGM, and everyone is encouraged to attend 
to decide the committee for the next year. This will be followed by a “Show 

and Tell” evening where members can share anything of interest. 
 
 
   

** If you would like a lift to a meeting please call Margaret on 8281 8431 
or Bert on 8254 7950** 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

The group will not be held responsible for any statements or opinions expressed in this Newsletter. 
All submitted articles and  advertised offers of services are  printed in good faith of accuracy. 

The Editor reserves the right to edit articles for grammatical purposes if necessary. 
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ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTIONS 

 
Annual subscriptions will fall due again as of the 1st of July 2007 

 
Please return renewal as soon as possible. 

 
We thank you for your continuing support. 

 
 

 

AGM 
 

Our AGM will be held on Thursday July 19th at 7pm at the Old Police 
Station, Ann Street, Salisbury.  All members are encouraged to attend and 
vote in the new Committee for the next financial year.  
 
 

 
 

COMMITTEE NOMINATIONS 
 

In keeping with our present constitution, all Committee positions must be 
vacated annually and new elections held. Every financial member has the 
opportunity to nominate the persons they wish to have serve on the 
Committee. Could anyone wishing to make a nomination ensure that their 
forms are returned before or at the AGM on July 19th 
.  

 
Positions up for nomination are: 

 
President 

Vice President 
Secretary 
Treasurer 

Membership Co-ordinator 
Newsletter Editor 

General Committee (x3) 
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Early families of Salisbury – by James Potter 

Our Last Speaker Evening 
 

James Potter is the past-President of the Salisbury Historical Society who gave 
us a very informative talk on early families who settled in and around Salisbury    
He told us a bit about himself and his early life in and around Salisbury which is 
160 years old this year.  James has seen half of that, which makes him 80!    He 
is a wealth of information. 
 
He began by telling us about the Kaurna aboriginal tribe who roamed the 
Salisbury Plains area long before the European settlement, and we were shown a 
few slides of photographs that had survived of the area in the early 1800’s.   In 
1839 Gawler was settled before Salisbury with many hotels built along the road, 
one of which was the Travellers Rest on the banks of the Little Para River.  The 
Salisbury Hotel on the corner of Commercial Road is the oldest building in 
Salisbury.   
 
The Founder of Salisbury was John HARVEY, a 19 year old from Wick, Scotland 
who travelled from England with a Mr McFarlane on the “Superb” in 1839.    
John Harvey is reputed to have been partly coloured, and after marrying Ann 
PITMAN in 1841 delivered the mail to and from Gawler.  Ann’s family was 
connected to Isaac Pitman, the inventor of the famous Pitman’s Shorthand.  The 
family were originally from around the Salisbury area in Wiltshire,  which is 
most probably where the settlement got its name.   John and Ann soon had a son 
James, followed by John and Mary. Some of the major streets in Salisbury are 
named after them.      
 
James’ wife Marilyn showed us many slides of the early shops and the very 
important Flour Mill, which sadly burnt down in 1915.     Churches were 
prominent and besides St John’s Anglican Church, the Congregational Church 
and Wesleyan Chapel (built 1858 in William Street) there was a Strict Baptist 
Church founded by the HELPS family.    In 1849 a private school was opened and 
in 1850 John Harvey gave one acre of land as a burial ground, at St Johns.      
 
Around this time, the WINDZOR family were settled in Salisbury on 1000 acres,  
known as Deal Court on Port Wakefield Road.  We can only assume they 
originated from Deal in Kent.     
 
John bought Section 2191 shortly after his marriage, which is  busy  Commercial 
Road today.    Here, people like Mr IRLWIN ran the butchers shop, who then sold 
the business on to a Mr WHITTLESEA.    John PORTER acquired land as well as 
Joseph BROADSTOCK and a Mr TRABASCUS.     In 1848 John Harvey bought 
land in and around Gawler, which consisted mostly of wheat fields.    The 
Kapunda and Burra copper mines were in full production around this time also.   
By 1850 the settlement acquired their first doctor - Dr FISHER whose likeness 
hangs in the Salisbury Historical Society’s rooms.   
 
There was a Mr KEYWORTH, the undertaker, Mr GOODMAN who ran a 
Blacksmith shop and later in the 1920’s a Mr F GURNEY was the General Smith 
& Coachbuilder.  He sold the business on to a Mr LANG and eventually to Cyril 
RICE.    
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Along the Little Para River there were many orange groves and vineyards and 
mixed farming.  By the 1850’s there were 500 people in and around Salisbury and 
in 1856 the Assembly rooms were built.  In 1859 the Police Station was built at a 
cost of £787.0s.0d.    A Mr John WEBB was the local shoemaker who sold his 
business to a Mr EBBS and Mr JUDD in 1875.     John Harvey’s son James 
became District Clerk of the area at £30.0s.0d per annum and stayed in this 
position of office for many years. 
 
In 1857 a Miss Charlotte PRETTY operated the drapers shop in John Street, 
selling the business on to the Harvey family.     
 
The post offices were very well maintained, with sub-branches being at Penfield, 
Angle Vale, Waterloo Corner and Womma.   A main post office was also situated 
at the corner of Bolivar Road and Port Wakefield Road, where the Service Station 
now stands.    
 
At the turn of the century, the main Salisbury post office operated from the busy 
railway station which was run by the Government.  The Station Master and the 
Postmaster worked virtually together.   
 
In 1899 John Harvey died and is buried in St John’s cemetery.     
 
James finished up his talk by telling us about Mr William BENBOW who used to 
come to the Institute in the 1940’s.   Mr Benbow toured around South Australia 
on the cinema circuit showing the various films of the day.   Quite an event! 
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FamilySearch Unveils Program to Increase Access to World's 
Genealogical Records 

Tidal Wave of Online Databases Will Result 

SALT LAKE CITY, UTAH-FamilySearch announced today its Records Access 
program to increase public access to massive genealogy collections worldwide. For 
the first time ever, FamilySearch will provide free services to archives and other 
records custodians who wish to digitize, index, publish, and preserve their collections. 
The program expands FamilySearch's previously announced decision to digitize and 
provide online access to over 2 million rolls of copyrighted microfilm preserved in the 
Granite Mountain Records Vault. A key component of the program allows 
FamilySearch and archives to team with genealogy websites to provide unprecedented 
access to microfilm in the vault. The combined results ensure a flood of new record 
indexes and images online at www.FamilySearch.org and affiliated websites. 

The plan combines the assets and experience of the Genealogical Society of Utah with 
the state-of-the-art technology resources of FamilySearch-all under the single brand 
name of FamilySearch. The Records Access program allows records custodians to 
publish their data online by themselves or with the assistance of FamilySearch or 
affiliate genealogical websites and historical societies. 

"Records custodians worldwide are experiencing growing pressure to provide access 
to their records online while maintaining control and ownership. At the same time, 
websites that provide digitizing and publishing services are struggling with the 
staggering costs," said Wayne Metcalfe, director of Records Services for 
FamilySearch. "The new Record Access program takes advantage of FamilySearch's 
resources and creates an economical and effective forum where record custodians and 
genealogical websites can work together to accomplish their respective objectives," 
added Metcalfe. 

Working with the records custodians, FamilySearch can leverage its extensive 
microfilm and growing digital image collection to create digital images for affiliate 
genealogical websites at a fraction of the cost. The affiliate genealogy organization 
will create indices of the digital images and then publish the images and the indices on 
its own website, the archive's website, or a jointly published site. A copy of the index 
will also be made available for free on the popular FamilySearch website, which will 
help drive traffic to record images on the custodians' or affiliates' sites. Full, free 
access to both the indices and images will be provided to family history centers, 
FamilySearch managed facilities, and the archives. If the record custodian seeks 
revenue to sustain operations, a small fee may be required to access images outside 
FamilySearch managed facilities or the archive. 

For archives and heritage societies, the new program benefits include: 

?  Digitally capture, preserve, and publish records online  
?  Increase access to records while maintaining control and ownership  
?  Increase patronage and business viability  
?  Over 100 years of archival and publishing experience 
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For genealogy websites, the new program helps them: 

?  Benefit from the knowledge and relationships of FamilySearch with the 
archival community worldwide  

?  Significantly lower costs associated with acquiring, preserving, or providing 
access to data  

?  Increase business viability and website traffic  
?  Leverage an open platform that develops value-added services around 

FamilySearch, the world's largest repository of genealogical data.  
?  Under the program, FamilySearch will also provide tools and assistance to 

records custodians who want to publish parts of their collection using state-of-
the-art digital cameras, software, and web-based applications. 

The archive can work with an affiliate, historical society, or FamilySearch to index 
the images or host a website for the records custodian. The index of the record 
collection will be available for free on FamilySearch, and the records custodian's site 
will provide access to the images for free or a fee depending on the needs of the 
archive and those assisting in the digitization. 

One example of the tools FamilySearch can provide is FamilySearch Indexing, a web-
based application that engages tens of thousands of volunteers worldwide to create 
searchable indexes linked to the digital images created by FamilySearch. "Through 
mere word-of-mouth promotions, literally tens of thousands of volunteers are already 
joining this effort to index the world's records by registering at 
FamilySearchIndexing.org and donating a few minutes a week online to the effort. 
Over 100,000 volunteers are expected to enlist in the initiative by year end with the 
numbers increasing as more projects-particularly international projects-are added," 
said Paul Nauta, manager of Public Affairs for FamilySearch. 

FamilySearch will announce the first collaborative projects of its new Records Access 
program during the National Genealogical Society (NGS) Convention in Richmond, 
Virginia, the week of May 14, 2007. Many more project announcements are expected 
in the following months. 

Record custodians and archives that would like additional information regarding the 
FamilySearch Records Services can contact Wayne Metcalfe 
(metcalfewj@gensocietyofutah.org) and genealogy web service providers should 
contact Dave Harding (hardingdp@ldschurch.org). 

 


