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YOUR COMMITTEE
The Committee for the new year has not yet been elected.
Last year’s Committee:
President:
Peter Applebee
Vice President:
Bev Burke
Secretary:
Margaret Flaiban
Treasurer:
Tammy Martin
Membership Coordinator:
Helen Stein
General Committee:
Sandie Francis

RAFFLE
Congratulations to Tammy Martin who won our last raffle.
Thank you to all who supported us.

MEETINGS
Tonight marks the completion of our first year as a group. Last year’s
Committee have stood down, and voting in a new Committee is first on the
agenda.
This will be followed by a “Show and Tell” evening where members can
share anything of interest.
The new Committee will be announced at the end of the meeting following
the counting of votes.
** If you would like a lift to a meeting please call Margaret on 8281 8431
or Bert on 8254 7950**

NEW MEMBERS
We welcome David Jefferys, Ralph Giles and Joan Ingham
to our group as new members.

The group will not be held responsible for any statements or opinions expressed in this Newsletter.
All submitted articles and advertised offers of services are printed in good faith of accuracy.
The Editor reserves the right to edit articles for grammatical purposes if necessary.
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MINI EXPO at RSL
On Sunday 5th July, our Group was represented at a Mini Expo, held at
the RSL hall in Elizabeth Park.
We had a lot of positive interest and hopefully may recruit some new
members through this exposure.
A big thank you to everyone who was involved directly or indirectly.

"SEARCHING FOR AN ANCESTOR"
I went searching for an ancestor. I cannot find him still.
He moved around from place to place and did not leave a will.
He married where a courthouse burned. He mended all his fences.
He avoided any man who came to take the census.
He always kept his luggage packed, this man who had no fame.
And every 20 years or so, this rascal changed his name.
His parents came from Europe. They could be upon some list
of passengers to the USA, but somehow they got missed.
And no one else in the world is searching for this man
So, I play geneasolitaire to find him if I can.
I'm told he's buried in a plot, with tombstone he was blessed
but the weather took the engraving and some vandals took the rest,
He died before the county clerks decided to keep records,
No family bible has emerged in spite of all my efforts.
To top it off this ancestor, who caused me many groans.
Just to give me one more pain, betrothed a girl named JONES.
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HELP PAGE
Some Internet sites that may aid in your research…

Find your ancestors in death records. Search free databases such
as coffin plates, death cards, funeral cards, wills, church records,
family bibles, cenotaphs and tombstone inscriptions on
AncestorsAtRest.com Find links to other great death records like
cemeteries, vital stats, and obituaries. Learn where to find death
records off the net.

http://www.ancestorsatrest.com/england.shtml
School Yearbooks and Photos can be a great place to find your ancestors. On this page you
will find links to school yearbooks on Ancestors At Rest and on other web sites.

http://www.ancestorsatrest.com/school_yearbooks/

The British Army in the Great War

“The Long, Long Trail” cuts through myth and misinformation to present the facts of the British
Army in the First World War : a tribute to the men and women who fought and won - and to
the million who died trying.
This site gives detailed information of the British Army and Military history.
Although this is not a searchable site for specific names, it gives information on where to find
the information you seek.

www.1914-1918.net

Access Genealogy
Free Genealogy Resource
Although mainly aimed at Northern American Genealogy,
this searchable database also has sections for international research.

http://www.accessgenealogy.com/
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St Augustine’s Cemetery, Salisbury
Maureen M Leadbeater
When I first visited St Augustine’s Catholic Cemetery in the mid-1980s, it was sadly
neglected and vandalised. Since the parish church set up a committee and appointed
a curator, there have been great improvements. While some headstones remain in
poor condition, a number of heritage stones have been gathered together in a
pioneer corner, some of these having been restored.
Among them is the slate stone in memory of Ruth Thompson, my great-greatgrandmother. In 1985 I found the stone lying flat on the ground with pieces of slate
forming a jigsaw of an inscription with name, date and age. The natural weathering of
slate causes thin sheets to flake off the surface. Now these pieces are lost and only
the deeply cut downstrokes of the name THOMPSON remain.
Later generations of Thompsons are spread over several plots in the centre of the
cemetery. There lie James and Mary of “Chelsea”, their daughter Mary Immaculate
O’Brien, sons Patrick Augustine and James Benedict and their wives, and several
grandchildren. Across the main path are two more daughters, Cicely Ruth O’Leary
and Theresa Jane O’Brien. Theresa is not recorded on her husband’s headstone –
she is buried there.
The cemetery was established in the 1850s on a section behind the old St
Augustine’s church built on the corner of Commercial Road and Carey Street. In the
early years a number of burials were from outlying districts such as Dry Creek,
Virginia, Two Wells and Lower Light. Many years ago I entered the burial details of St
Augustine’s into a database for the curator. So I have walked up and down, around
and about all the graves many times. The names on the headstones are all very
familiar to me and so many are connected in some way to my family tree.
In a section of tightly clustered graves is a stone with a simple inscription to Alex and
Mary Aicken. Their daughter Susan married one of my Spain family, Martin. From
1916-1956 apparently no burial details were recorded. The reconstruction of a burial
register by Father Morrison, a collector of church archive material, was assisted by
old-timers’ memories. This “burial register” indicates that Susan was buried in the
“family plot”. Was there any sign of a Spain plot in 1953 or was Susan buried with her
parents? The earliest recorded burial is Patrick Spain who died 1856 aged 24 years.
There are no burial records for the 1860s when his parents died. Yet I believe there
was a Spain plot somewhere.
James Condley, who died 1876, has a fine headstone inscribed with his arrival date
1840. His son Peter Conley married one of my Spains, Catherine, who is buried at
Lower Wakefield. It was while I was doing a study of the Lower Wakefield Cemetery
that I noticed a familiar name, Michael Kieley. Mary Kieley died 1862 and is buried at
Salisbury. Her husband later took up land near Hoyle’s Plains. When he died in 1874,
he was not buried at the local cemetery. His coffin was taken by horse and cart
across the hills to Riverton, where it was placed on the train to Salisbury, so he could
be buried with his wife. Their headstone is one of those preserved in the heritage
corner.
One of the Thompson girls married a Doyle. A Doyle aunt Catherine Maria and her
husband John Patrick Walsh of Dry Creek are a few rows from the Thompson
cluster. One of the Thompson boys married a Quinlivan. Near the western boundary
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is a large concrete slab, now surrounded by carpet roses. A cousin told me it is the
Quinlivan plot. After the plaque was smashed by vandals, the family decided not to
replace it, so the slab remains unmarked.
Here and there are Hewitt, Neagle, Chidzey, McEntee, Murphy – all names that
appear somewhere on my family tree. For the other names, I have walked past them
so often that they are as familiar as those on my own tree. Many years ago I noticed
a triangular chunk of dark-stained stone that, from the part inscription, obviously
belonged to a broken headstone across the other side of the cemetery. I replaced the
small piece. I am delighted to see that the stone of Leo James Howe is cleaned and
repaired with the once missing chunk in its rightful place.
The enthusiasm of the committee has resulted in a general tidying of the cemetery.
Ground cover and conifers have been planted. With the original plot map lost, the
rows have been relabelled. The only grave in the partial burial register with a plot
number was that of Mary Immaculate O’Brien. And two dozen of the fragile old
stones have been relocated. The heritage corner has some of the oldest surviving
stones, including those of Patrick McCabe died 1861, Mary Ryan 1862, Catherine
Ann Watson 1863 and Catherine Sheehan 1864.
For some years St Augustine’s was ignored as families took up plots at the Spains
Road Cemetery. During this time the cemetery was damaged by vandals. Some of
the headstones were toppled; others were cracked or broken in pieces. Decorations,
such as doves’ wings, were broken off. With the revival and transformation of this
very old cemetery, there are new headstones, some quite impressive. I taught myself
basic Italian to read some of these and they are a family historian’s delight with three
generations of names recorded, as well as birth places and dates. The cemetery is
now a credit to the hard work of the local parish committee.
I have spent many hours wandering amongst the headstones. The inscriptions have
assisted the growth of my family tree and I have discovered interesting stories about
other families. St Augustine’s Cemetery is a great place for a family historian to visit.
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**

European Research **
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